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Marchetti Book on CIA Still Under Suit .

Harper & Row has decided, after
much consideration, to honor a request
from the Central Intelligence Agency 10
see page proofs of Alfred W. McCoy’s
.controversial Scptcmbcr 13 book, “The
Politics of Heroin in Southeast Asia,”
and to consider *‘factual™ corrections
that the CIA may offer. The publisher,

however, has made no advance com-
mitment to accept any requested
changes.

In his book, written with Cdthlecn B.
Read, Mr. McCoy, 4 26-year-old student

“in Yale's Ph.D. program in history, al-

“leges that French, Vietnamese and U.S.
personnet have used the traffic in opium
and heroin in Southcast Asia for their

v cv”  own ends, and that the CIA and other

U.S. agencies have cither accepted or
have responded inadequately to the sit-
uation. Mr. McCoy told Congressional
committees carly in June (including the

" foreign aperations subcommittee, headed

/

by Scn. William Proxmire, D., Wis., of
the Senate Appropriations Committee),
that he had had more than 250 interviews
about the drug traffic, including talks
with CIA and South Vietnamese ofli-
cials, and that President Thice and
Premier Khiem were involved: ‘he gave
details of many allegations which appear
also in the book. B. Brooks Thomas,
Harper vice-president and general coun-
sel, tells PW he and the cditors have

worked closely with Mr. McCoy on the’
have insisted on documen- -

manuscript,

“tation of all material points, and have

had outside experts read it. As a result,

Harpcr & Row is convinced that the
book is well-documented, scholarly and

“deserves 10 be published.

J/

A chapter from the book, adapted,
appears in the July fHarper's magazine.
The magazine has. received a letter from
the CIA’s .executive director, W.E.
Colby, denying allegations involving the
CIA. Harper's reportedly plans to pub-
lish the letter soon. Mr, Colby and an of-
ficer of Air. America (a contract airline
which does work for CIA in Southeast
Asia) also wrote to the Washington Star,
disputing allegations picked up by a Star
columnist from Mr. McCoy's findings.
In these protests, and in its approach to

‘book, but said,

Harper & Row, the CIA is said to be
departing sharply from its usual policy of
silernice concerning criticism. :

Harper & Row was approached early
in June, when a representative called
upon Cass Canficld, Sr.,
exccutive, now a senior editor fos the
firm, and said the agency understood the
McCoy manuscript contained scrious al-
legations about CIA and other agen-
cics—allcgations that he said might be
libelous to individuals or severely dam-
aping to the national interest. The repre-
sentative spoke also 1o M. S. Wyeth, Jr.,
executive editor of the trade department.
The Harper officials said the manuscript
was not yet ready 10 be read, but that the
request would be considered.

In weighing their decision, Harper &
Row oflicials and editors talked among
themselves and with respected hublishing
colleagues, including experts in the field
of the freedom to read. On June 30, Mr.
Thomas wrote lo the CIA asking the
agency to state its request, with rcasons
for it, in writing. The reply, dated July 5,
came from Lawrence R. Houston, gen
cral counscl of the CIA. He wrote that
the CIA was in no way questioning
Harper & Row's right to .publish the

demonstrate to you that a considerable
number of Mr. McCoy s claims™ about
the CIA were *“totally false™ or “dis-
torted™ or “based on unconvincing evi-
dence.”

Harper & Row then decided to let the
CIA sce the book—subject to the au-
thor's approval, without which, Harper
& Row president Winthrop Knowlton
told 21, the CIA’s request would not be
accepted. The author finally accepted the
decision, to let the CIA look at page
proofs only, and to give a quick repiy,
with Harper & Row reserving all its op-

tions and reaflirming its right to publish. -

“As head of the house of Harper &
Row,” Mr. Knowlton told PW, I am
sensitive, like all my colleagues in pub-
lishing, to the problem of censorship,
and if 1 felt this request involved censor-
ship we would not be agreeing to it. In
view of the gravity of the allcgations, we
simply think this is the most responsible

former chief -

“the restraining order,

“We believe we could”
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way we can pubhz.h this book.™
Ironically, in view of CIA citorts to
refute the charges by Mr. McCoy and
others, personnel of CIA, State and the
PDepartment of Defense completed in
February a report to the Cabinet Com-
mittee on Narcotics Control which but-
tressed many of the chargpes, according Lo
Seymour Hersh in a-front page New
York Times story, July 24, Mr. Tlersh
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reviewed the Harper- -ClA dlscuwonx in ¢

the Times of July 22.

The CIAs proccduxc with r(‘spa ct to
Mr. McCoy’'s book is in sharp contrast to
government  action  on an  as-yel-
unwritten book, a nonfiction work about
the CIA, which Victor L. Marchetti is
ynder contract to prepare for Knopf. In
that case, the Justice Department ob-
tainéd in April @ restraining arder to
prevent Mr. Marchetti from publishing
the proposed book, on the ground that it
would be likely to divulge currenty ctas-
sificd information in violation of a sc-
crecy agreement that Mr. Marchetti had
made as a Cl1A employee. Mr. Murchetti
worked for the CIA for 14 yedrs and
resigned in 1969, e then wrole a novel,
“The Rope Dancer’™ (Grosser), based on
his obscrvations,

Judge Albert V. Bryan, Jr, U. 5. Dis-
trict. Courl, Alexandria, Va., in issuing
ruled that Mr.
Marchetti's agreement with the CIA
“takes the casc out of the scope of the
First’Amendment.”™ The American Civil
Libertics Union, representing  Mr.
Marchelti, denies this and argues that the

author cannot in fact sign away his First

Amendment rights. The Association of
Amcrican Publishers and the Authors
League have filed aniicus curiae bricfs
supporting  Mr. Marchetti
court proceedings. (Sce PW, April 24,
June 5, June 12))
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